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mode of espionage than 'Abd-el-Hameed had done before him.
Affecting to consider us Mahometans, and learned ones too,
he entered at once on religious topics, on the true character of
Islam, its purity or corruptions, and enquired much after the
oresent teaching and usages of Damascus and the North, evi-
dently in the view of catching us in our words. But he had
luckily encountered his match; for every citation of the Goran
we replied with two, and proved ourselves intimately acquainted
with the "greater" and the "lesser" polytheism of foreign
nations and heterodox Mahometans, with the commentaries of
Beydowee and the tales of the Hadeeth, till our visitor, now
won over to confidence, launched out full-sail on the sea of
discussion, and thereby rendered himself equally instructive and
interesting to men who had nothing more at heart than to learn
the tenets of the sect from one of its most zealous professors,
nay, a Zelator in person. In short, he ended by becoming
half a friend, and his regrets at our being, like other Damas-
cenes, yet in the outer porch of darkness, were tempered by a
hope, which he did not disguise, of at least putting a window
into our porch for its better enlightenment

Other visitors came and went ; Aboo-'Eysa, too, as in duty
bound, called on us towards evening to see if all was well, and
how we were lodged. The locality did not much please us,
because too near to the royal palace, almost, in fact, belonging
to it; besides, the apartments were over large, nor could we
arrange them with anything like comfort for their very size ;
our furniture was too limited for the task, and our means also.
So we begged Aboo-'Eysa to look out for us another and a
more proportionate dwelling, suited to our modest circum-
stances and the character of our profession. Many had indeed
already demanded medical advice and assistance, nor could any
other occupation suit us better in this town. Our friend pro-
mised, and kept his word.

Next day, in the forenoon, while we were sauntering about
the market-place, we met the minister 'Abd-el-'Azeez, who had
that morning returned to the capital With a smiling face and
an air of great benignity he took us aside, and informed us that
the king did not consider Ri'ad a proper field for our medical
skill; that we had better at once continue our journey to Hof-
hoof, whither Aboo-'Eysa should conduct us straightway; and